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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Tantobie, 

Newcastle  on  Tyne. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  STANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1959. 

The  year  has  been  a  satisfactory  one  with  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease. 

The  most  outstanding  items  in  the  vital  statistics  are  a  marked  fall  in  the 
still-birthrate  and  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis — both  rates 
being  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  area.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  and 
the  deathrate  showed  a  slight  increase  and  there  was  a  slight  fall  in  the 
birthrate  ;  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  notified. 

The  investigation  into  the  still-births  and  infant  deaths  which  was  started 
four  years  ago  by  my  predecessor  Dr.  Ludkin  continued  during  the  year. 
The  value  of  this  survey  cannot  be  over-estimated.  Each  case  is  investigated  in 
detail  and  as  far  as  possible  a  post-mortem  examination  is  carried  out  in  all 
cases.  The  close  liaison  established  between  this  department,  the  general 
practitioners,  midwives  and  hospital  staff  is  a  valuable  means  of  ascertaining 
the  avoidable  factors  contributing  to  still-births  and  infant  deaths. 

Whilst  much  has  been  accomplished  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  in  recent  years,  there  is  no  reason  for  complacency,  particularly  in  the 
field  of  tuberculosis  where  there  is  still  a  problem,  mostly  in  older  people. 
There  are  now  more  hospital  beds  in  this  Country  occupied  by  patients  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  than  by  all  other  infectious  diseases  put  together. 

Nevertheless  the  emphasis  in  public  health  to-day  is  on  mental  health. 
In  this  sphere  there  is  very  wide  scope  on  the  preventive  side,  especially  amongst 
mothers  and  young  children  and  much  could  be  accomplished  in  the  maternity 
and  child  welfare  services.  Promotion  of  mental  health  in  childhood  may  go  a 
long  way  in  the  prevention  of  mental  illness  in  later  life. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  co-operation 
given  by  my  colleagues — the  general  practitioners,  hospital  medical  officers 
and  the  County  medical  staff. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  support 
and  their  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  public  health  and  pay  tribute  to  the 
loyal  co-operation  which  I  have  received  from  all  members  of  the  staff. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROSETTA  HILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I.  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  THE  STANLEY 


URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  (Acres)  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12,658 

Population  (Estimated)  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  47,680 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  children  : — 

Under  5  years  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,560 

5-14  years  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  9,100 

(ii)  Approximate  number  of  Aged  People  (over  65  years)  . .  . .  . .  4,800 

Marriages  in  the  Area  during  1959  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  354 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  14,539 

(i)  Number  of  Aged  Miners’  Homes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  180 

(ii)  Number  of  Council  Aged  Persons’  Homes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  284 

(iii)  Number  of  Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  4,688 

(iv)  Number  of  Houses  and  Shops  combined  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  187 

(v)  Number  of  Lock-up  Shops  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  308 

(vi)  Number  of  Occupied  Houses  under  Demolition  Orders  .  .  . .  . .  17 


Rateable  Value 

(i)  At  1st  April,  1959  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..£352,484 

(ii)  Net  Product  of  Penny  Rate  (1.4.59)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £1,310 


APPROXIMATE  NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYED  PERSONS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

(i) 

Coal  Mining 

8,700 

210 

8,910 

(ii) 

Building  and  Civil  Engineering 

380 

4 

384 

(iii) 

Retail  Distribution  of  Food  . . 

530 

560 

1,090 

(iv) 

Local  and  National  Government 

400 

200 

600 

(v) 

Catering,  Hotels,  Canteens,  etc. 

15 

170 

185 

(vi) 

Road  Transport 

560 

80 

640 

(vii) 

Engineering  Trades 

790 

350 

1.140 

(viii) 

Clothing  Factories 

30 

440 

470 

(ix) 

Brick  making 

70 

7 

77 

(x) 

Insurance 

50 

15 

65 

(xi) 

Miscellaneous  .  . 

2,825 

614 

3,439 

Totals. . 

14,350 

2,650 

17,000 

UNEMPLOYED  AND  DISABLED 

Males 

Females 

Totals  % 

(i) 

Employable  Persons  out  of  work  at  the  end  of 

1959  ....  . 

— 

— 

500 

3 

(ii) 

Persons  registered  as  disabled 

512 

37 

549 

(iii) 

Registered  Disabled  who  were  on  the 

Tuber- 

culosis  Register  at  31.12.59 

t  t 

31 

5 

36 

6.5 

(iv) 

Disabled  persons  retrained 

,  , 

3 

1 

4 

(v) 

No.  of  persons  who  have  had  special  rehabili- 

tation  during  1959 

— 

— 

7 

(vi) 

No.  of  T.B.  persons  who  have  had 

special 

rehabilitation  during  1959 

— 

— 

1 

(vii) 

Tuberculosis  persons  retrained  during  1959 

— 

— 

1 

(viii) 

No.  of  Registered  Blind  Persons 

.  * 

— 

— 

135 

(ix) 

No.  of  Partially  Sighted  Persons 

— 

— 

22 

(x) 

No.  of  Persons  drawing  Blind  Persons’  Pension 

6 

7 

13 

(xi) 

No.  of  Blind  Persons  in  receipt  of  National 

Assistance  . . 

38 

50 

88 

(xii) 

No.  Registered  Handicapped  Persons  . 

27 

17 

44 

(xiii) 

No.  Registered  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons 

18 

13 

31 

(xiv) 

No.  Registered  Hard  of  Hearing  . 

.  . 

3 

3 

6 

Note  :  Persons  shown  in  (x)  are  all  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance  and  are  also  included 
in  the  figures  in  (xi) 
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DETAILED  VITAL  STATISTICS 


( see  Appendix  A) 

England 


Stanley 

and 

Wales 

Durham 

Countv 

Live  Births  : — 

Number 

750 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

.  , 

15.73 

16.5* 

18.0 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

,  . 

2.5% 

— 

3.2% 

Stillbirths  : — 

Number 

9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

,  , 

11.86 

21.0* 

23.5 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 

759 

— 

— 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1  year) 

m  t 

17 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  : — 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

22.67 

22.2* 

27.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

21.89 

— 

26.6 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

52.63 

— 

29.8 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
total  live  births) 

1,000 

17.33 

15.8* 

19.1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week 
1,000  total  live  births) 

per 

14.66 

16.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 
week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  . . 

26.35 

34.2* 

39.1 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  : — 

Number  of  deaths 

Nil 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Nil 

0.38* 

0.58 

Deaths 

Number 

566 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

11.87 

11.6* 

10.9 

Tuberculosis  Deaths  : — 

Number 

3 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.06 

0.09* 

0.11 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Deaths  : — 

Number 

2 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.04 

0.08* 

0.10 

Non-Pul  monary  Tuberculosis  Deaths 

Number 

1 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

0.02 

0.01* 

0.01 

*  Provisional  figures. 

The  standardised  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  area,  i.e.  rates  calculated  in  such  a  way 
that  allowances  are  made  for  the  age  and  sex  composition  of  the  population,  were  15.73  and 
13.06  respectively. 

BIRTHS 


(a)  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

T  otals 

Legitimate 

.  .  •  .  •  .  •  . 

387 

344 

731 

Illegitimate 

.  . 

12 

7 

19 

Totals. . 

399 

351 

750 

(b)  Still  Births 

Legitimate 

.  . 

3 

4 

7 

Illegitimate  .. 

. . 

i 

1 

2 

Totals . . 

4 

5 

9 

5 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

No.  of  Still  Births  per  1,000 
population 

0.42 

0.60 

0.37 

0.33 

0.40 

0.39 

0.52 

0.54 

0.19 

No.  of  Live  and  Still  Births 
per  1,000  population 

16.79 

17.63 

16.83 

15.49 

14.66 

16.54 

16.66 

17.00 

15.92 

No.  of  Still  Births  per  1,000 
Live  and  Still  Births 

24.75 

34.20 

22.25 

21.50 

27.06 

23.99 

31.45 

32.02 

11.86 

(a)  Infant  Deaths 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  during  the  year  was  17  (22.67  per  1,000  live 
births)  as  compared  with  16  (20.36)  in  the  previous  year.  Eleven  of  these 
occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  can  be  regarded 
as  a  good  index  of  the  health  of  the  community  and  in  this  area  the  rate  has 
fallen  considerably  in  recent  years.  This  year  the  rate  is  again  below  that  for 
the  County  (27.0)  and  only  slightly  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales 
(22.2). 

A  big  proportion  of  the  infant  deaths  occur  in  the  first  week  of  life  and 
the  surest  way  of  cutting  down  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  by  concentrating 
on  the  prevention  of  these  deaths. 

It  is  estimated  that  perinatal  deaths  (stillbirths  and  infant  deaths  in  the 
first  week  of  life)  account  for  80  per  cent,  of  the  total  loss  of  infant  life  from 
the  28th  week  of  pregnancy  to  the  end  of  the  first  year.  Perinatal  mortality 
is  thus  an  obstetric  problem  in  which  there  are  many  avoidable  factors.  Of  the 
greatest  importance  in  this  connection  is  adequate  and  thorough  ante-natal 
care  of  all  expectant  mothers,  with  a  careful  selection  of  cases  for  hospital  so 
that  the  best  possible  use  is  made  of  the  available  maternity  beds.  It  is  necessary 
to  ensure  that  all  non-attenders  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  should  be  followed  up 
and  advised. 

Health  education  should  form  an  important  part  of  all  ante-natal  care  so 
that  the  expectant  mother  receives  expert  instruction  in  maintaining  her  own 
health  during  pregnancy  and  labour  and  in  caring  for  the  new-born  infant. 

This  will  be  the  fourth  year  during  which  a  detailed  investigation  of  peri¬ 
natal  deaths  (still-births  and  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life)  has  been  carried  out 
in  the  Stanley  and  Consett  Urban  Districts.  Each  case  of  perinatal  death  is 
investigated  in  detail  and  this  involves  securing  an  adequate  case  history.  All 
obstetric  details  are  obtained  from  the  general  medical  practitioner,  midwife, 
local  authority  clinic  and  maternity  hospital  and  as  far  as  possible  a  post¬ 
mortem  examination  is  carried  out  in  each  case.  The  midwives  are  responsible 
for  conveying  to  the  pathologist  all  still-births  and  infant  deaths  occurring  in 
domiciliary  practice.  There  were  20  perinatal  deaths  last  year  and  every-one 
had  a  post-mortem  examination  by  the  pathologist. 

This  investigation  is  of  the  greatest  value  in  that  it  attempts  to  find  out 
the  exact  cause  of  death  in  each  case  and  shows  the  obstetric  condition  asso¬ 
ciated  with  it.  The  liaison  between  the  general  medical  practitioners,  midwives, 
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the  maternity  hospital  and  this  department  ensures  co-operation  between  the 
doctors  and  midwives  involved  and  in  this  way  steps  can  be  taken  to  eliminate 
avoidable  factors  in  such  cases. 


Analysis  of  Infant  Deaths 


i  Cause 

Age  at  Death 

* 

1  Week  and 
Under. 

* 

1-4 

Weeks. 

* 

1-12 

Months. 

Prematurity 

5 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  Abnormalities 

2 

2 

— 

Asphyxia 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Anoxia 

1 

— 

— 

Myocarditis 

— 

— 

1 

Septicaemia 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

11 

2 

4 

*  As  accepted  and  classified  by  the  Registrar  General. 
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(b)  Deaths  (General) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

All  Causes 

311 

255 

566 

1 .  Cardio  vascular  : — 

(a)  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

42 

57 

99 

(b)  Coronary  disease  . .  7 . 

57 

35 

92 

(c)  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

5 

7 

(d)  Other  heart  diseases  . . 

21 

42 

63 

(e)  Other  circulatory  diseases  .  . 

13 

12 

25 

Totals 

135 

151 

286 

2.  Cancer  : — 

(a)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

12 

11 

23 

(b)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

17 

3 

20 

(c)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

(d)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

(e)  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

46 

18 

64 

Totals.  . 

75 

38 

113 

3.  Chest  Diseases  : — 

(a)  Pneumonia 

13 

10 

23 

(b)  Bronchitis 

20 

5 

25 

(c)  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

11 

2 

13 

Totals.  . 

44 

17 

61 

4.  Tuberculosis — all  forms  . . 

3 

— 

3 

5.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Congenital  Malformations 

5 

1 

6 

7.  Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

8.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

4 

7 

9.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . . 

— 

2 

2 

10.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

3 

— 

3 

1 1 .  Syphilitic  disease  . . 

1 

— 

1 

12.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .. 

27 

32 

59 

13.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

4 

1 

5 

14.  All  other  accidents 

5 

4 

9 

15.  Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

16.  Influenza  . . 

3 

1 

4 

17.  Leukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

18.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

/C  %  yv 

— 

2 

2 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  district  during  the  year  were  diseases  of 
the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  in  that 
order  of  prevalence.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  20  deaths  from  Carcinoma 
of  the  Lung,  17  of  whom  were  males.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  5  deaths 
(all  males). 

The  incidence  of  lung  cancer  is  increasing  rapidly.  It  is  now  the  most 
common  form  of  cancer  mortality,  being  responsible  for  over  20,000  deaths  a 
year,  predominantly  in  men  in  the  prime  of  life.  It  is  generally  known  that 
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there  is  the  strongest  evidence  to  show  that  the  more  cigarettes  are  smoked 
the  more  liable  one  is  to  develop  cancer  of  the  lung  and  it  has  been  shown  the 
incidence  is  much  reduced  in  those  who  have  previously  smoked  and  given  it  up. 
In  this  connection  there  is  a  great  need  for  health  education  of  the  school 
children  to  impress  upon  them  the  dangers  of  smoking  and  to  advise  them  not 
to  take  up  the  habit. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Coronary  Thrombosis  has  decreased,  92  as 
compared  with  105.  Fifty-seven  of  the  92  deaths  were  males. 

Much  research  is  being  carried  out  into  the  cause  of  this  disease  as  there 
is  an  increasing  incidence  in  the  country  as  a  whole.  Many  factors  such  as  the 
stress  of  life,  diet,  insufficient  exercise  and  smoking  may  be  concerned  in  the 
causes. 

During  the  year  there  were  14  accidents  causing  death  as  compared  with 
24  in  the  previous  year.  Four  occurred  in  the  home  (3  over  the  age  of  60  years 
and  1  four  months),  3  occurred  at  work,  1  drowning,  1  on  the  playing  field 
and  5  on  the  roads. 

It  is  a  startling  fact  that  home  accidents  cause  more  deaths  than  road 
accidents  and  greater  attention  is  now  being  focussed  on  their  prevention. 

The  danger  of  fire  comes  first  to  one’s  mind  and  many  fatal  accidents 
could  be  avoided  by  the  provision  of  a  fireguard  ;  this  should  be  recognised 
as  essential  ;  particularly  in  the  case  of  children  or  old  people.  An  additional 
safeguard  is  the  use  of  flame  resistant  materials  for  clothing. 

The  danger  of  gas  in  the  home  is  one  that  cannot  be  over-emphasised  as 
every  year  numbers  of  old  people  die  from  accidental  gas  poisoning.  Every 
effort  should  be  directed  to  eliminate  the  risk  by  the  fitting  of  safety  taps  and 
expert  checking  of  the  fittings. 

A  home  accident  which  is  now  becoming  more  common  is  the  poisoning 
of  young  children  through  eating  drugs  which  they  mistake  for  sweets.  Great 
care  should  be  taken  in  every  home  to  see  that  all  drugs  are  kept  out  of  children’s 
reach,  preferably  under  lock  and  key. 

The  increasing  number  of  accidents  on  the  roads  is  now  giving  cause  for 
concern  and  especially  as  one  feels  that  so  many  could  be  prevented  with  a 
little  more  care. 

It  is  interesting  to  speculate  to  what  extent  mental  health  may  have  a 
bearing  on  the  accident  rate.  In  this  age  when  a  big  proportion  of  people 
consult  their  doctors  on  account  of  some  mental  trouble  it  is  reasonable  to 
assume  that  many  whose  minds  are  in  a  state  of  anxiety  may  be  unable  to  give 
the  necessary  concentration  to  driving  a  car  or  crossing  the  road  in  safety. 

On  the  physical  side  it  seems  that  the  element  of  fatigue  in  the  motorist 
may  be  a  big  factor  in  the  cause  of  accidents  and  whilst  precautions  are  taken 
to  avoid  this  in  the  case  of  the  professional  drivers,  the  private  motorist  does 
not  always  realize  the  importance  of  it. 
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II.  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


A.  Environmental  Circumstances  and  Local  Authority  Services 
Staff  of  Public  Health  Department 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  County  Area  Medical  Officer  for  Stanley  and 
Consett  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  Districts  : 

S.  Ludkin,  m.d.,  b.s.,  d.p.h.  ( Resigned  14.6.59). 

Rosetta  Hill,  m.b.,  b.Gl,  d.p.h.  ( Appointed  1.9.59). 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Shops  Inspector  : 

J.  W.  Richards,  m.a.p.h.i.,  Certificated  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

Assistant  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

G.  G.  Oxley,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h.,  Certificated  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

District  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

G.  C.  Banks,  m.a.p.h.i.,  Certificated  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

E.  Brown,  m.a.p.h.i.  {Appointed  1.12.59). 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  Johnson. 

Clerical  Staff : 

T.  Watson  ;  G.  W.  Moore  ;  J.  Bainbridge. 

Rodent  Operator  : 

R.  Neill. 


(a)  GENERAL 
Water 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  provide  the  public  supply  from  the 
reservoirs  at  Smiddy  Shaw,  Waskerley  Park  and  Hisehope,  filtration  and 
chlorination  being  carried  out  at  Honey  Hill,  Waskerley.  We  found  a  residual 
of  approximately  0.1  p.p.m.  of  chlorine  in  all  the  samples  examined. 

Construction  of  the  new  Derwent  Reservoir  began  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  should  be  completed  in  1966.  The  laying  of  the  large  trunk  main  between 
Mosswood  and  Castleside  is  due  to  commence  in  the  summer  of  1960. 

The  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year  although  the  high  colour  has  continued.  Construction  of  the 
new  treatment  plant  at  Honey  Hill  will  begin  next  summer  and  when  completed 
in  1962-3  the  whole  of  the  area  will  receive  a  clear  and  colourless  water. 

Over  2,500  yards  of  new  distribution  mains  have  been  laid  and  120  yards 
have  been  renewed.  To  improve  supplies,  3,250  yards  of  small  mains  have  been 
scraped  and  a  number  of  interconnections  have  been  made. 


The  covering  and  reconstruction  of  the  Flint  Hill  Reservoir  has  been 
completed  during  the  year.  This  should  have  pronounced  effect  in  reducing 
the  liability  of  pollution. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  forwarded  to  the  bacteriologist  for  examination. 
The  results,  graded  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Report  “The 
Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies  1949  ”  were  as  follows  : — 


Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  III 

Grade  IV 

Public  water  supply 

Other  sources  of  supply — Springs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

wells,  etc. 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Drainage  and  Sewage 

During  the  year  sewage  from  the  district  was  treated  at  the  various  works 
at  East  Tanfield,  Hustledown,  Dipton  and  Rowlands  Gill.  Sewer  extensions 
have  been  carried  out  for  the  development  of  the  various  housing  estates. 

The  sewage  disposal  humus  tanks  at  the  Hustledown  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  are  in  course  of  construction  and  are  expected  to  be  completed  in  the 
near  future  and  when  brought  into  operation  should  improve  the  effluent 
from  these  Works. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

During  the  year  1  conversion  of  a  privy  to  watercloset  was  carried  out  by 
private  contractors  making  a  total  of  4,649  conversions  since  1931.  There  are, 
however,  132  privies  which,  owing  to  their  position  or  being  part  of  sub-standard 
property,  still  remain  in  the  Area. 

The  following  are  the  types  of  conveniences  etc.  in  the  Area  : — 


Water  Closets 

14,838 

Privies 

132 

Dry  Ashpits 

3,286 

Ashbins 

11,289 

The  new  drainage  system  for  the  St.  Mary’s  School,  Hustledown  was 
completed  early  in  the  year  and  all  sewage  and  waste-water  from  the  school 
now  discharges  into  the  public  sewer.  The  old  cesspools  have  been  filled  in. 

This  scheme  consisted  of  the  extension  of  the  public  sewer  in  Hollyhill 
Gardens,  the  laying  of  a  new  drain  to  connect  the  school  drainage  system  with 
the  extended  sewer,  and  the  building  of  collection  tanks  situated  under  the 
south-east  corner  of  the  school  yard  from  which  the  sewage  is  pumped  to  the 
new  drain  leading  to  the  public  sewer. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  Morrison  Busty  Colliery  has  now  been  electrified  and  the  old  coal-fired 
boilers  have  been  removed  except  for  one  modern  pulverised  fuel-fired  boiler 
which  is  used  for  space  heating  and  not  for  steam  raising.  The  smoke  nuisance 
from  this  colliery,  which  was  of  very  long  standing,  has  now  been  abated. 
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The  recording  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  various  parts  of  the  district, 
first  started  in  April,  1955,  was  continued  throughout  the  year  (See  Appendix  F). 

Consideration  was  given  early  in  the  year  to  the  resiting  of  the  3  deposit 
gauges  and  in  March  the  gauges  were  sited  as  follows  : — 

No.  1.  In  the  centre  of  South  Stanley  Estate. 

No.  2.  In  the  centre  of  South  Moor. 

No.  3.  Behind  the  bakery  and  dairy  at  Annfield  Plain. 

In  order  to  compare  the  amount  of  pollution  in  these  built  up  areas  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  purchase  a  fourth  deposit  gauge  and  to  site  it  in  East 
Castle,  an  area  relatively  free  from  pollution  and  so  use  this  as  a  control. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  ceased 
contracting  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  on  farms  and  agricultural 
holdings,  and  this  work  became  the  entire  responsibility  of  the  Focal  Authorities. 
The  Ministry’s  “  Workable  Area”  scheme  was  recommenced,  after  a  lapse  of 
some  years,  and  at  the  request  of  Local  Authority  representatives  meetings 
are  to  be  called  three  times  per  year. 

In  November  a  Ministry  course  on  domestic  insect  pests  was  held  in 
Durham  and  was  attended  by  two  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

During  the  year  622  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  made  to  private 
dwellings,  business  premises,  local  authority  properties  and  agricultural  premises 
(See  Appendix  E ). 

The  maintenance  treatments  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  were 
completed  at  two  six-monthly  intervals  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food.  The  first  treatment  was  carried  out  between  13th  April 
and  6th  May  and  the  second  between  19th  October  and  6th  November. 

Certain  areas  in  the  Urban  District  are  found  to  be,  more  or  less,  continually 
infested,  but  in  general,  it  has  been  found  that  the  level  of  infestation  has  been 
greatly  reduced  over  the  period  in  which  sewer  treatment  has  been  carried  out. 
It  is  considered  that  this  is  a  useful  service  and  helps  appreciably  in  controlling 
the  general  infestation  problem.  One  item  of  particular  interest  has  emerged. 
Sewer  infestation  on  the  post-war  Council  housing  sites  is  very  rare  and  on 
occasions  two  or  three  years  pass  with  no  infestation  whatsoever  being  found. 

During  the  year  18  food  shops  and  food  preparation  rooms  and  14  schools 
were  dealt  with  because  of  rat  or  mice  infestations.  Thirty-seven  dwelling 
houses  received  the  usual  treatment  for  the  eradication  of  these  pests  free  of 
charge. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

During  the  year  3  licences  for  the  keeping  of  pet  animals  were  issued  and 
routine  inspections  were  carried  out.  In  order  to  avoid  unnecessary  distress  to 
animals  sold  from  pet  shops  resulting  from  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  purch¬ 
aser,  the  Council  make  it  a  condition  of  issue  of  a  licence  that  the  proprietors 
of  pet  shops  should  also  issue  leaflets  dealing  with  the  feeding,  care  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  each  animal  sold. 
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(b)  HOUSING  AND  FACTORIES 
(i)  General 

The  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  received  during  January 
and  February,  1959  was  1,717  which  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


Families  without  Homes  . .  . .  . .  603 

Overcrowding  (Family  Units)  . .  . .  . .  232 

Medical  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Aged  Persons  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  315 

Slum  Clearance  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  151 

Unclassified  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  390 


Total  ..  1,717 


The  following  133  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  97  in  the  previous  year  : — 


2  Bedroom  type  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  67 

3  Bedroom  type  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  66 

Aged  Persons’  Homes  with  2  bedrooms  . .  — 

Total  ..  133 


No.  of  new  Council  houses  let  during  the  year  126 

Casual  Lettings  (including  32  Aged  Persons’ 

Homes)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  143 


The  following  24  privately  owned  houses  were  completed  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  27  in  1958  : — 


3  Bedroom  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

2  Bedroom  houses  . .  .  .  . .  . .  13 

2  Bedroom  bungalows  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

3  Bedroom  bungalows  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 


Total  . .  24 


The  total  number  of  persons  rehoused  in  Council  houses  (269)  during  the 
year  was  858  (including  47  persons  rehoused  in  Aged  Persons’  Bungalows). 

(ii)  Improvement  Grants — Housing  (Financial  Provisions  Act,)  1958,  House 
Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 

(a)  Discretionary  Grants 

The  following  particulars  cover  the  year  1959  and  the  period  from  the 
inception  of  the  scheme  to  31st  December,  1959  : — 

No.  of  Preliminary  Applications  received  by  Health  Department  during 


Year  1959  .  351 

No.  of  same  received  since  inception  of  scheme  . .  . .  . .  . .  733 

No.  of  Preliminary  Applications  recommended  during  Year  1959  . .  . .  341 

No.  of  same  recommended  since  inception  of  scheme  . .  . .  . .  679 

No.  of  Preliminary  Applications  withdrawn  during  Year  1959  . .  . .  12 

No.  of  same  withdrawn  since  inception  of  scheme  ..  ..  ..  ..  41 

No.  of  Preliminary  Applications  rejected  during  Year  1959  . .  . .  2 
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No.  of  same  rejected  since  inception  of  scheme  . .  .  .  . .  . .  22 

No.  of  Grants  approved  during  Year  1959  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  286 

No.  of  Grants  approved  since  inception  of  scheme  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  534 

No.  of  withdrawals  after  grants  recommended  during  1959 

No.  of  same  since  inception  of  scheme  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

No.  of  houses  improved  and  grants  paid  during  Year  1959  .  .  .  .  . .  56 

No.  of  same  since  inception  of  scheme  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  208 

No.  of  Preliminary  Applications  deferred  during  Year  1959  .  .  . .  2 

No.  of  same  deferred  since  inception  of  scheme  . .  .  .  . .  . .  5 


Total  amount  of  grants  paid  during  Year  1959  . .  . .  £7,325  5s.  lOd. 

Total  of  same  since  inception  of  scheme  ..  ..  ..  £29,856  3s.  1  Id. 

(The  Council’s  contribution  is,  of  course,  only  25  per  cent,  of  these  sums). 

(b)  Standard  Grants 

During  the  year  the  ‘  Standard  Grant’,  under  which  house  owners  and 
certain  leaseholders  can  obtain,  as  a  right,  half  the  cost,  up  to  a  maximum  of 
£155,  of  installing  five  basic  improvements — a  bath  or  shower,  a  wash-hand 
basin,  a  water-closet,  a  hot  water  system,  and  a  food  store — came  into  force. 
The  following  are  particulars  of  applications  etc.  received  during  the  year : — 


No.  of  Preliminary  Applications  received  .  . .  15 

No.  of  Preliminary  Applications  withdrawn  .  .  3 

No.  of  Formal  Amplications  received  .  .  .  .  9 

No.  of  Grants  approved  by  Council  .  .  9 

No.  of  Grants  paid  . .  . .  .  .  3 


Amount  of  Grants  paid  .  .  . .  £210  3s.  8d. 

(iii)  Medical  Priority 

The  Council’s  practice  of  allocating  a  number  of  new  houses  and  casual 
lettings  to  medical  cases  has  continued  and  in  view  of  our  concern  to  reduce 
the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Area,  all  this  allocation  was  granted  to 
overcrowded  families  or  families  living  in  insanitary  circumstances  who  had, 
in  addition,  one  or  more  members  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

A  total  of  94  applicants  for  Council  houses  requested  medical  priority 
during  the  year,  but  only  26  applicants  (17  being  Families  without  Homes  and 

9  Householders)  were  considered  to  justify  special  consideration.  Of  these, 

10  families  (35  persons)  were  rehoused  making  a  total  of  197  families  rehoused 
since  1946  on  grounds  of  Tuberculosis. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  3  families  were  transferred  to  more  suitable 
accommodation  on  medical  grounds. 

(iv)  Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation 

During  the  year  125  houses  were  allocated  to  families  from  slum  clearance 
properties,  383  persons  being  involved,  averaging  3.0  persons  per  house. 

(a)  Individual  Orders 

Eight  individual  demolition  orders  and  3  closing  orders  (2  on  parts  of 
buildings)  were  made  on  properties  throughout  the  district.  Undertakings 
not  to  use  houses  for  human  habitation  were  received  from  two  owners  after 
Time  &  Place  Notices  had  been  served.  These  undertakings  were  accepted 
by  the  Council. 
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(b)  Clearance  Areas 

The  2  remaining  properties  in  the  East  Castle  Clearance  Area  were 
demolished  early  in  the  year. 

In  November,  official  representation  was  made  to  the  Council  as  regards 
Nos.  32  to  48  East  Pontop  Cottages,  Hare  Law  being  dealt  with  as  a  clearance 
area.  At  the  end  of  the  year  Ministry  confirmation  of  the  East  Pontop  Cottages 
Clearance  Order  was  being  awaited. 

(c)  Demolition  of  Property 

During  the  year,  after  repeated  requests  to  owners  to  demolish  their 
properties,  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  23,  Housing 
Act,  1957,  for  the  demolition  by  the  Council  of  33  vacant  and  partially 
demolished  properties  which  were  subject  to  Demolition  Orders. 

(v)  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  . .  . .  849 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  and  revisits  made  for  the  purpose  ..  ..  1,979 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  ..  ..  162 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  103 


Remedy  of  Defects,  Demolition  or  Closing  of  Properties  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices  : — 

(1)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 


informal  action  by  the  local  authority  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  107 

(2)  Number  of  individual  houses  demolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

(3)  Number  of  individual  houses  closed 

(4)  Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  certified  unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  and  demolished  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  83 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  Proceedings  under  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  1957  Housing  Act  : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 


(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(i)  By  Owners  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . .  . .  . .  — 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  14 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(i)  By  Owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  •  •  10 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . .  . .  . .  — 

(3)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  . .  . .  .  •  ■  •  -  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  35 

(c)  Number  of  houses  made  fit  as  the  result  of  undertakings 
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(4)  Pioceedings  under  the  appropriate  Sections  of  the  1957  Housing  Act  : — 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

(5)  Proceedings  under  Section  44,  Housing  Act,  1957  : — 

Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  demolished  ..  ..  ..  2 

(vi)  Overcrowding 

The  number  of  applications  on  the  1959  Housing  List  is  232  as  compared 
with  352  in  the  previous  year.  These  are  confined  specifically  to  the  one-family 
unit  and  the  selection  of  tenants  is  based  on  the  points  system  of  two  persons 
to  one  room  and  allowing  for  separation  of  children  according  to  age  and  sex. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  and  families  together  with 
the  number  of  bedrooms  : — 


No.  of  Persons 
in  House 

_ 

No. 

of  Persons 

No.  of 
Families 

No.  of  Bedroom 

s 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

294 

98 

98 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

264 

66 

50 

16 

— 

— 

5 

260 

52 

7 

45 

— 

— 

6 

54 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

7 

42 

6 

— 

1 

5 

— 

9 

9 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

923 

232 

155 

72 

5 

— 

During  the  year  24  families  (115  persons)  on  the  Overcrowding  List  were 
rehoused  in  Council  houses,  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  being  4.8. 


(vii)  Rent  Act,  1957 — Disrepair  Certificates 

The  following  gives  particulars  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
and  action  taken  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  No.  of  applications  received  (Form  I)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  14 

(2)  No.  of  Notices  to  landlords  of  the  Proposal  to  Issue  Certificates  of 

Disrepair  (Form  J)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  14 

(3)  No.  of  properties  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  after  Form  J’s  have 

been  issued  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  Nil 

(4)  No.  of  Applications  (Form  J)  refused  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(5)  No.  of  Undertakings  to  Remedy  the  Defects  within  Six  Months  received 

from  landlords  (Form  K)  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  8 

(6)  No.  of  Undertakings  carried  out  within  six  months  . .  . .  . .  9 

(7)  No.  of  Undertakings  not  carried  out  within  six  months  . .  . .  . .  7 

(8)  No.  of  Disrepair  Certificates  (Form  L  )  issued  . .  .  .  . .  . .  8 

(9)  No  of  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  on  the 

Grounds  that  the  Defects  have  been  Remedied  (Form  M)  received  from 
landlords  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 
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(]0)  No.  of  Notices  served  upon  Tenants  that  the  Local  Authority  propose 
to  cancel  the  Certificate  of  Disrepair  unless  objection  is  received  within 
three  weeks  of  the  Notice  (Form  N)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

(11)  No.  of  objections  received  from  tenants  against  the  cancellation  of 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

(12)  No.  of  applications  from  tenants  for  a  Certificate  as  to  the  remedying  of 

Defects  specified  in  a  Landlord’s  Undertaking  to  remedy  Defects(Form  O)  2 

(13)  No.  of  Certificates  as  to  the  remedying  of  defects  (Form  P)  issued  . .  3 

(14)  No.  of  Disrepair  Certificates  cancelled  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  9 

(viii)  Factories 

During  the  year  164  inspections  were  carried  out  in  the  factories  in  the 
Area.  (See  Appendix  C). 

The  following  is  a  list  of  factories  in  the  Area  at  the  31st  December,  1959: — 

Tee  Cream  Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Bakers  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Butchers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Soft  Drink  Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Milk  Pasteurisers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Clothing  Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Printers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Ink  Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Plumbers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Builders  and  Contractors  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Joiners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Painters  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . .  . .  . .  7 

Blacksmiths  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Boot  Repairers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  2 

Radio  Repairers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  3 

Brick  and  Tile  Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Watch  Repairers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  3 

Glove  Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  1 

Drycleaners  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Electrical  Engineering  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  2 

Marine  Dealers . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  •  •  2 

Motor  Repairers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  25 

Timber  Buildings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  • .  1 

Building  Sites  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  18 

Ball  Bearing  Factory  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  1 

Sawmill  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Cycle  Repairer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  1 

Slaughter  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  7 
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There  were  22  out- workers  in  the  Area  at  31st  December  1959  as  follows  : — 

Assembling  and  sewing  plastic  toilet  goods  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Hand-sewing  gloves  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  21 
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(c)  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

Analysis  of  inspections  and  notices  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  : — 


1 

Inspect¬ 
ions  and 
Re-visits. 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served. 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
Served. 

i 

Defects 
Remedied  j 
after 
Notice. 

Housing  :  Public  Health  and  Housing 

Acts 

1,979 

70 

12 

75 

Overcrowding 

41 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Insufficient 

28 

_ 

_ 

Defective  .  . 

32 

53 

4 

21 

Drainage 

498 

56 

8 

59 

Water  Supply 

24 

8 

— 

9 

Food  Premises 

376 

18 

— 

14 

Shops  Act 

63 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses — Private 

51 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

32 

3 

— 

3 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . . 

164 

1 

— 

2 

Keeping  of  Animals 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles 

36 

19 

— 

18 

Offensive  Accumulations  . . 

36 

— 

— 

— 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

89 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

622 

11 

— 

2 

Rent  Act,  1957 

178 

— 

14 

9 

Infectious  Diseases  .  . 

168 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  and  Foods 

577 

— 

— 

— 

Aged  Persons’  Welfare 

38 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  ..  .. 

470 

— 

— 

Totals 

5,532 

239 

38 

212 

(d)  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(i)  General 

During  the  year  376  inspections  were  made  of  the  various  types  of  food 
establishments  and  18  informal  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  to  carry  out 
certain  works.  Fourteen  of  these  notices  were  complied  with  during  the  year. 


The  survey  of  licensed  premises  in  the  district,  which  was  started  last 
year,  was  completed.  Generally  speaking  the  bars  and  serving  rooms  were  of 
reasonably  adequate  standard,  but  the  cellars  were  frequently  neglected  and, 
in  some  cases,  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  poor.  The  better  maintained 
premises  belong  to  the  larger  breweries  and  clubs  with  efficient  management 
committees. 


As  a  result  of  this  survey  representations  were  made  to  the  management  of 
the  premises  and  in  a  number  of  cases  the  recommended  improvements  were 
carried  out. 
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(ii)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  were  on  the  register  at  the  31st  December,  1959  : — 


Dairies  (not  dairy  farms) 
Distributors 
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(iii)  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949-1954 

Dealers  Licence  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  31 
Dealers  Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  special  Designation 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

(iv)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regulations, 
1949-1953 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under  review  : — 

Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation  “Pasteurised”  . .  34 

Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation  “Sterilised”  . .  102 

Dealers’  Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation 

“Pasteurised”  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


(v)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  premises  used  for  the  manufacture 
sale  and  storage  of  food  . 


The  following  premises  were  registered  under  the  Act  : — 

Ice  Cream  Manufacture 
Ice  Cream  Storage 
Ice  Cream  Sale 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted  or  Pressed  Foods 
Preparation  of  Preserved  Food — Fried  Fish  and  Chips 


In  addition  there  are  the  following  premises  : — 

Bakehouses 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  Canteens 
Shops  : — 

General  Dealers 
Grocers 
Fruiterers 


Confectionery 
Wet  Fish  .  . 
Licensed  Premises 
School  Kitchens 


9 

37 

143 

34 

34 


9 

26 

97 

63 

22 

32 

3 

78 

3 


(vi)  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-1952 

All  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  Ice  Cream  were 
inspected  during  the  year  and  a  good  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained. 

Samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  from  producers  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Results  were  as  follows  : — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


No.  of 
Samples 
27 
4 
3 
6 


Total 


40 
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(vii)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  Slaughterhouses  Hygiene  Regulations,  1958  and  the  Slaughterhouses 
(Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958  came  into  operation  on  1st  January, 
1959.  The  preparation  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Report,  which  is  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  before  the  2nd  November,  1960,  was  being  considered  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  51  inspections  were  carried  out  of  the  7  privately  owned 
slaughterhouses  licensed  for  use  throughout  the  district  and  situated  in  Burnop- 
field,  Tantobie,  Annfield  Plain,  Stanley,  South  Moor  and  Craghead.  Two  of 
these,  Craghead  and  Annfield  Plain,  are  not  in  use  at  the  present  time. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  visits  were  made  for  the  purposes  of 
post  mortem  and  ante-mortem  inspection  and  100%  inspection  of  all  dressed 
carcases  was  obtained.  Details  of  carcases  and  their  organs  which  were  con¬ 
demned  are  given  in  Appendix  D. 

Condemned  meats  are  stained  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  recom¬ 
mendations  and  disposal  is  arranged  by  a  bye-product  firm  on  Tyneside  who 
specialise  in  this  type  of  work. 

During  the  year  the  following  animals  were  slaughtered  in  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  area  : — 

Cattle  (excluding  cows)  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  900 

Sheep  ..  . .  . 2,183 

Pigs . 202 

Total  . .  . .  3,285 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to 
tion  and  destroyed  : — 


349  tins  Meat  37 

45  tins  Corned  Beef  310 

3  tins  Meat  Pudding  67 

8  tins  Sausage  2\ 

27  tins  Soup  8 

728  tins  Fruit  86 

187  tins  Vegetables  2 

7  tins  Syrup  7 

1  tin  Cream  24 

1  tin  Irish  Stew  1 

1  tin  Vegetable  Pudding  1 

2  pkts.  Biscuits  1 


be  unfit  for  human  consump- 

lbs.  Ham 
lbs.  Beef 
lbs.  Mutton 
lbs.  Bacon 
tins  Chicken 
tins  Fish 
tins  Egg 
tins  Rice 
tins  Milk 
pkt.  Macaroni 
Tube  Mustard 
btle.  Lemon  Juice 


(viii)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  and  Amendment  Act,  1954 
There  were  38  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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(e)  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  confirmed  cases  during  the  year 
compared  with  1958  (459  as  against  823)  due  mainly  to  a  decrease  in  the  number 
of  Measles  cases. 

For  analysis  of  notified  and  confirmed  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  see 
Appendix  B. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

These  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
at  the  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

The  service  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  has  continued  to  be  used 
extensively  by  General  Practitioners. 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


Specimens 

Submitted 

568 

887 

2,475 

1,335 

1,039 

3,649 

1,271 

2,354 

1,340 

1,157 

1,119 

994 


Positive 

77 

159 

493 

292 

139 

653 

199 

548 

231 

201 

149 

106 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  specimens  sent  in  by  the  Health 
Department,  Chest  Clinic  and  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  Area  for  examination 
during  the  year. 


Bacteriological  Examinations 


Number  of 

Specimens 

submitted 

Positive 

Blood  :  Culture 

Faeces  : 

(a)  Enteric  Fever 

. . 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Other  Organisms 

Swabs  :  (Throat,  Nasal  and  Ear) 

(a)  Diphtheria 

/ 

281 

84 

(b)  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

(c)  Other  Organisms 

Sputum  for  Tuberculosis  : 

I 

*(a)  Chest  Clinics 

.  . 

667 

22 

(b)  Other  Medical  Services 

•  • 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  . . 

•  • 

40 

— 

Water 

6 

— 

Totals 

•  • 

994 

106 

*  Taken  from  338  Cases. 
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Communicable  Diseases  in  Hospitals 

During  the  year  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  needing  hospitalisation  were 
admitted  to  Chester-le-Street  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Notifiable  Diseases  reported  during  the  year  1959 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
(other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  the  Area  during  the  year  : — 


Disease 

Total 
Number 
of  Cases 
Notified 

Total 
Number 
of  Cases 
Confirmed 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

20 

_ 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

91 

91 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

252 

252 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

21 

21 

3 

— 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

64 

63 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

7 

6 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

462 

459 

8 

— 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  20  cases  notified  as  compared  with  64  last  year. 
The  infections  were  mild  in  type,  none  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  there 
were  no  deaths. 

Measles.  The  Measles  epidemic  which  reached  its  peak  in  November, 
1958  gradually  waned  during  the  first  few  months  of  the  year  under  review  and 
only  20  cases  were  notified  during  the  last  6  months  of  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough.  Ninety-one  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  area 
compared  with  38  in  the  previous  year.  The  increased  incidence  underlines  the 
need  for  immunisation  of  greater  numbers  of  children. 

Whooping  Cough  can  still  be  a  lethal  disease  in  childhood,  particularly  in 
children  under  one  year  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  immunise  those  at 
risk.  Immunisation  to  be  most  effective  should  be  commenced  at  the  age  of 
three  months  and  can  be  given  either  as  Whooping  Cough  vaccine  alone  or  as 
vaccine  combined  with  Diphtheria.  The  County  Council  provide  the  general 
practitioners  with  both  Whooping  Cough  vaccine  and  combined  Diphtheria- 
Whooping  Cough  antigen. 

Poliomyelitis.  No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Vaccination  against  Poliomyeltis  was  continued  in  the  age  group  under  26  years 
and  also  expectant  mothers  and  special  priority  groups  (see  table  on  page  33 
for  numbers  immunised  during  the  year).  Since  the  inception  of  the  scheme 
5,062  persons  have  received  the  complete  course  of  3  injections,  1,996  have 
received  2  injections  and  19  one  injection.  In  addition  to  the  above,  record 
cards  received  from  general  medical  practitioners  in  the  area — who  first  began 
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to  participate  in  the  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  in  April — show  that 
1,935  persons  had  received  primary  injections  (2)  and  249  had  received  third 
injections  from  family  doctors  in  their  surgeries. 

Dysentery.  There  were  64  notified  cases  (63  confirmed)  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  89  in  the  previous  year,  the  majority  of  the  cases  (21)  occurring 
in  the  month  of  June. 


During  December,  the  head  teacher  of  one  of  the  schools  in  the  area 
reported  an  outbreak  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  in  his  school.  On  investigation 
it  was  found  that  30  children  belonging  to  15  families  were  involved.  Following 
enquiries  and  submission  of  specimens  to  the  Public  Flealth  Laboratory,  6 
children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Sonne  Dysentery.  The  disease  was 
of  a  mild  nature  and  all  the  children  recovered  in  a  few  days  but  did  not  return 
to  school  until  free  from  infection.  Two  food  handlers,  one  a  school  meals 
attendant,  were  contacts  but  on  investigation  both  were  found  to  be  negative. 


Food  Poisoning.  During  the  year  7  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified, 
6  of  which  were  confirmed.  In  the  course  of  investigations  3  further  cases  were 
discovered  and  also  3  symptomless  excretors.  Four  families  were  involved 
and  the  infecting  organism  in  all  cases  belonged  to  the  Salmonella  Group, 
although  it  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  origin  in  any  case.  Details  of  the  type 
of  organisms  were  as  follows  : — 


Salmonella  Typhi-murium 
Salmonella  Thompson 
Salmonella  Enteritidis 
Salmonella  Schwarzeugrund 


2  cases. 
2  cases. 
1  case. 

1  case. 


The  3  further  cases  which  were  discovered  were  all  infected  with  Salmonella- 
Typhi-murium  as  were  also  the  3  symptomless  excretors.  One  child  aged  4 
months  was  treated  in  hospital  but  all  the  other  cases  were  treated  at  home 
and  made  a  quick  recovery. 


Influenza.  There  were  4  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  6  in  the  previous  year. 


Diphtheria.  No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
last  case  in  the  district  occurred  in  1955  and  the  last  death  in  1951.  Nevertheless 
it  must  be  remembered  that  this  very  satisfactory  position  has  been  achieved  by 
immunisation  and  it  can  only  be  maintained  by  continuing  to  keep  the  immunity 
of  the  children  at  a  high  level.  It  is  important  to  secure  immunisation  of  not  less 
than  75  per  cent,  of  babies  before  their  first  birthday.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
only  56  per  cent,  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  had  received  the  necessary 
injections  within  the  last  four  years  and  only  17  per  cent,  of  school  children 
could  be  considered  to  have  adquate  immunity.  This  is  a  dangerously  low  level 
should  an  epidemic  occur.  It  is  hoped  therefore,  to  recommence  the  immunisa¬ 
tion  of  school  children  during  school  hours  early  next  year. 


The  total  numbers  (all  age  groups)  immunised  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — 


Primary  Injections 
Boosters 
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. .  625 
..  325 


Number  of  cases  and  deaths  from  Diphtheria  since  1937  are  as  follows: — 


Year 

No.  of  Cases 

No.  of  Deaths 

1937 

332 

13 

1938 

395 

23 

1939 

196 

6 

1940 

173 

10 

1941 

105 

3 

1942 

125 

3 

1943 

113 

4 

1944 

145 

5 

1945 

97 

6 

1946 

37 

1 

1947 

11 

1 

1948 

3 

1 

1949 

1 

— 

1950 

2 

— 

1951 

1 

1 

1952 

— 

— 

1953 

1 

— 

1954 

— 

— 

1955 

2 

— 

1956 

— 

— 

1957 

— 

— 

1958 

— 

— 

1959 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis.  Fewer  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  discovered  this  year 
than  ever  before  ;  there  were  26  notifications  as  compared  with  28  in  1958. 
There  were  3  deaths  during  the  year  as  compared  with  4  in  the  previous  year, 
the  ages  at  the  time  of  death  being  66,  68  and  72  years.  The  last  of  these  cases 
was  notified  for  the  first  time  at  death.  Although  the  decline  in  the  number  of 
new  cases  and  deaths  continues,  Tuberculosis  still  remains  a  problem  in  the 
older  age  group  of  men.  It  is  possible  that  most  of  the  tuberculous  disease 
occurring  in  older  people  is  the  result  of  infection  in  earlier  life  which  has 
remained  dormant  for  many  years. 


For  the  sixth  consecutive  year,  in  addition  to  the  scheme  for  the  B.C.G. 
vaccination  of  contacts  of  Tuberculosis  cases  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  eligible  school 
children  were  again  given  B.C.G.  vaccine  at  the  various  schools  during  school 
hours. 

During  the  year  the  arrangements  for  offering  B.C.G.  vaccination  to 
thirteen  year  old  children  was  extended  to  cover  : — 

(1)  Children  of  14  years  of  age  and  upwards  who  are  still  at  school  and  students 
attending  universities,  teacher  training  colleges,  technical  colleges  and  other 
establishments  of  further  education  ; 

(2)  whole  school  classes  even  though  a  few  of  the  children  are  under  the  age  of  thirteen 
years. 

This  extension  of  the  B.C.G.  Scheme  aims  to  offer  protection  to  the  school 
children  and  students  at  the  age  when  they  are  most  susceptible  to  Tuberculosis. 
A  recent  report  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  shows  that  B.C.G.  vaccine 
has  been  found  by  clinical  trial  in  England  to  confer  a  substantial  measure  of 
protection  against  Tuberculosis  in  adolescence  and  early  adult  life. 
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All  milk  retailed  in  the  area  is  now  heat  treated  in  such  a  way  that  the 
tubercle  bacilli  are  killed. 


1.  Statistics 


(a)  No.  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year 
Males 
Females 

Totals  . . 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


16 

6 

22 


3 

1 


Total 

19 

7 

26 


(b)  No.  of  deaths  registered 
Males 
Females 


Totals 


2 

2 


(c)  No.  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  : — 


Totals 
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Males 

. .  208 

41 

249 

Females 

•  • 

. .  205 

45 

250 

Totals  . . 

..  413 

86 

499 

Age  distribution  of  new 

cases  and  deaths 

are  as  follows 

; — 

C  A! 

SES 

D  E  A 

THS 

Age 

Period 

Pulm 

onary 

Nc 

Pulm 

>n- 

onary 

Pulm 

onary 

Nc 

Pulm 

>n- 

onary 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11—15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16—20 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21—25 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26—30 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31—35 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36—40 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41-45 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46—50 

51—55 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56—60 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

61—65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

66—70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

71—75 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*1 

— 

76—80 

81—85 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

6 

3 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

t 

„  J 

v. _ _ _ . 

J 

-  _ _ > 

v _ 

j 

22 

V 

4 

V 

y 

2 

-V - 

T 

f 

*  Notified  at  death. 
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Number  and  Rates  per  1,000  population  of  notifications  and  deaths  to¬ 
gether  with  Sanatoria  admissions  over  the  last  25  years  are  as  follows  : — 


Year 

No.  of 
Notifications 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  pop. 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  pop. 

No.  of 
Sanatoria 
Admissions 

1935 

67 

1.4 

22 

.49 

— 

1936 

57 

1.2 

24 

.66 

— 

1937 

52 

1.0 

21 

.41 

— 

1938 

85 

1.6 

18 

.35 

— 

1939 

74 

1.5 

25 

.50 

— 

1940 

70 

1.5 

27 

.56 

— 

1941 

66 

1.4 

32 

.69 

— 

1942 

52 

1.1 

22 

.48 

— 

1943 

73 

1.6 

30 

.66 

— 

1944 

53 

1.1 

21 

.46 

— 

1945 

45 

0.9 

26 

.56 

— 

1946 

67 

1.2 

24 

.50 

28 

1947 

83 

1.7 

34 

.70 

29 

1948 

91 

1.8 

30 

.61 

31 

1949 

73 

i.5 

17 

.35 

37 

1950 

64 

1.3 

16 

.33 

29 

1951 

96 

2.0 

8 

.16 

68 

1952 

63 

1.3 

1 1 

.23 

64 

1953 

58 

1.2 

11 

.23 

40 

1954 

67 

1.4 

5 

.10 

68 

1955 

38 

0.8 

13 

.27 

56 

1956 

39 

0.8 

3 

.06 

49 

1957 

43 

0.9 

5 

.10 

40 

1958 

28 

0.6 

4 

.08 

37 

1959 

26 

0.5 

3 

.06 

24 

2.  Tuberculosis  Services  in  the  Area 

(i)  At  the  Chest  Clinic  at  South  Moor  Hospital  there  are  special  sessions 
for  contacts  of  known  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  During  the  year  72  contacts  were 
skin  tested,  62  found  to  be  tuberculin  negative  and  61  of  these  were  vaccinated 
with  B.C.G.  A  further  13  new-born  children  were  also  given  B.C.G.  without 
being  tuberculin  tested. 

(ii)  Those  needing  sanatorium  treatment  are  in  the  main  admitted  to  the 
Maiden  Law  Tuberculosis  Unit  ;  those  needing  major  surgical  treatment  being 
transferred  to  Seaham  Hall,  Poole  or  Wolsingham  Sanatorium.  During  the 
year  24  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  for  hospital  treatment. 

(iii)  There  were  499  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  a  special  register  being  kept  of  infectious  cases.  Most  newly  notified  cases 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  now  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
National  Service  as  disabled  persons  and  before  being  allowed  to  return  to  work, 
the  patient  is  assessed  at  the  clinic,  and  if  appropriate,  a  course  of  industrial 
rehabilitation  at  the  Felling  Unit  is  arranged  by  the  Disablement  Resettlement 
Officer,  after  which  in  most  cases  suitable  employment  is  found.  All  these 
patients  are  regularly  supervised,  a  very  close  co-operation  existing  between 
the  D.R.O.  and  the  Chest  Physician.  During  the  year  1  patient  received  special 
rehabilitation  and  1  was  retrained. 
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(iv)  After-care  responsibility  rests  entirely  with  the  Durham  County 
Council.  Nursing  requisites  are  stored  in  Durham  City. 

(v)  The  annual  vaccination  with  B.C.G.  of  eligible  school  children  in  the 
area,  providing  parents  consent  to  the  procedure,  was  carried  out  during  the 
month  of  November  when  737  children  at  11  schools  were  tuberculin-tested 
and  614  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccine.  (See  details  on  page  31).  The  age  groups 
of  those  vaccinated  were  as  follows  : — 


12  years  of  age  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

1 3  years  of  age  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  397 

14  years  of  age  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  175 

1 5  years  of  age  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 


Total  . .  . .  614 


(vi)  Ten  Council  houses  have  been  allocated  to  potentially  infectious 
Tuberculosis  cases  who  are  living  in  over  crowded  circumstances.  A  total  of 
197  families  have  been  rehoused  since  1946  on  grounds  of  Tuberculosis. 

(vii)  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Stanley,  Craghead,  Annfield 
Plain  and  Dipton  from  13th  to  24th  July.  Posters  and  leaflets  were  circulated 
throughout  the  area,  special  invitations  being  sent  to  certain  groups  of  the 
population,  e.g .,  those  who  have  contact  with  a  large  number  of  adults  or 
children,  and  the  secretaries  of  old  people’s  clubs  were  asked  to  persuade  their 
members  to  attend. 


It  is  in  this  latter  group  that  it  is  hoped  to  pick  up  the  odd  case  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  particularly  in  men  when  the  symptoms  are  thought  to  be  due  to 
chronic  bronchitis  or  even  regarded  as  a  “smoker’s  cough”. 


It  is  important  for  all  men  over  45  years  of  age  and  women  between  the 
ages  of  15  and  25  years  to  have  an  annual  X-ray  of  the  chest  as  it  is  in  these 
age  groups  that  the  greatest  incidence  of  chest  disease  is  found. 


The  following  are  the  details  of  these  visits 

Males 

Females 

Total 

No.  X-rayed  : 

(a)  No.  of  miniature  films 

1,169 

698 

1,867 

(b)  No.  of  large  films — no  miniature 

— 

1 

1 

(c)  No.  recalled  for  large  films 

96 

14 

110 

Abnormalities  revealed  : 

(a)  Tuberculosis — occasional  supervision 

1 

— 

1 

(b)  Tuberculosis — cases  not  notified 

1 

— 

1 

No.  referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

56 

4 

60 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  MORTAL  ITY  RATES  1934-195$ 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  PER  1,000  POPULATION 

PER  YEAR 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATION  OF  ELIGIBLE  SCHOOLCHILDREN  IN  THE  STANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

NOVEMBER,  1959 
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It  will  be  noted  that  1 1.5%  of  those  given  a  Tuberculin  Test  were  found  to  be  positive  as  compared  with  18.7%  in  1958, 
13.2%  in  1957,  19.3%  in  1956,  19.6%  in  1955,  23.5%  in  1954  and  35%  in  1949. 


B.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 


In  1948  the  County  Council  adopted  the  Ministry  approved  scheme  for 
dividing  the  Administrative  County  into  Areas  for  each  of  which  an  Area 
Health  Sub-Committee  was  appointed.  Lanchester  Rural,  Consett  Urban  and 
Stanley  Urban  Districts,  with  a  total  population  of  approximately  102,000, 
comprise  No.  3  Area,  meetings  of  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  being  held 
quarterly.  The  Area  Office  is  situated  at  the  Health  Department,  Council 
Offices,  Tantobie. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  agreed  to  the  incorporation  in  this 
report  of  the  statistics  relating  to  the  personal  health  services. 

(a)  Health  Centres 

There  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  Health  Centre  being  built  in  the 
District. 


(b)  Clinics 

(i)  Birth  Control 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
East  Stanley  on  alternate  Friday  mornings. 

(ii)  Ante  and  Post-Natal 

Ante-natal  clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 

Chapel  Schoolroom,  Catchgate — Friday  afternoons. 

U.M.  Schoolroom,  Burnopfield — Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

Hedley  Memorial  Hall,  Craghead — Alternate  Wednesday  mornings. 

Community  Service  Centre,  Dipton — Alternate  Thursday  afternoons. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  East  Stanley — Alternate  Friday  mornings 
St.  George’s  Parochial  Hall,  South  Moor — Alternate  Friday  mornings. 

Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  Tanfield  Lea — Alternate  Tuesday  afternoons. 

Post-natal  clinics  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
East  Stanley  on  alternate  Friday  mornings. 

(iii)  Child  Welfare 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 

Chapel  Schoolroom,  Catchgate — Tuesday  afternoons. 

U.M.  Schoolroom,  Burnopfield — Alternate  Thursday  afternoons. 

Hedley  Memorial  Hall,  Craghead — Alternate  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Community  Service  Centre,  Dipton — Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

Parochial  Hall,  South  Moor — Alternate  Monday  afternoons  (Children). 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  East  Stanley — Wednesday  mornings. 
Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  Tanfield  Lea— Alternate  Tuesday  mornings. 


(iv)  Artificial  Sunlight 
Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 

Chapfl  Schoolroom,  Catchgate — Tuesday  mornings  and  alternate  Friday  mornings. 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  East  Stanley— Wednesday  afternoons  and 
alternate  Friday  afternoons. 
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(v)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  of  children  have  been  carried  out  by  : — 

(i)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  Medical  Officers  (against  Diphtheria,  Poliomyelitis 
and  Smallpox). 

(ii)  General  Practitioners  by  personal  arrangement  with  parents. 

When  a  child  reaches  the  age  of  three  months,  propaganda  material  is  sent 
through  the  post  to  all  parents.  Details  of  facilities  together  with  consent  forms 
for  smallpox  vaccination  and  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation 
are  enclosed  with  this  literature.  When  a  child  reaches  the  age  of  twelve  months 
and  4  years  9  months,  further  propaganda  pamphlets  regarding  diphtheria 
immunisation  are  sent. 


Particulars  of  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  during  1959 


Diphtheria 

Immunisation. 

Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation. 

Diphtheria  : 
Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation. 

Smallpo.\. 

Poliomyelitis 

(Injections). 

B.C.G. 

Primary 

Booster 

Primary 

Booster 

Primary 

Booster 

Vaccination 

One 

Two 

3rd 

Vaccination 

45 

178 

25 

3 

607 

148 

311 

19 

3,682 

4,002 

688 

' 

(vi)  School  Clinic 

The  clinic  at  High  Street,  East  Stanley,  is  open  daily  and  is  attended  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  by  the  full-time  School  Medical  Officer  who  also 
carries  out  the  routine  medical  inspections  of  children  at  the  schools  in  the 
Urban  District. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home  and  Midwifery  Services 

(i)  Domiciliary  Nursing 

Nine  nurses  made  a  total  of  26,020  home  visits  during  the  year,  12,680 
(49.5%)  of  which  were  made  to  patients  over  the  age  of  65  years.  In  addition 
9,466  visits  for  injections  only  were  made  during  the  year.  The  following  is  an 
analysis  of  these  visits  and  the  types  of  cases  nursed  : — 


AGE  GROUPS 

Cl  ASS  IF  IC  ATI  O 

V 

0-5 

yrs. 

5-65 

yrs. 

65  + 
yrs. 

Medical 

Surgical 

Infect¬ 

ious 

Diseases 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Matern¬ 

al 

Compli¬ 

cations 

Others 

Visits 

for 

Injections 

only 

New  cases  .... 

107 

898 

413 

737 

644 

— 

35 

2 

— 

— 

Visits  paid 

934 

13,406 

12,680 

13,220 

10,354 

— 

2,316 

15 

1,115 

9,466 

(ii)  Midwifery 

During  the  year  759  live  and  still  births  were  assigned  to  the  Area,  50  per 
cent  occurred  in  hospital  and  50  per  cent,  at  home,  12  of  the  midwife-booked 
cases  of  the  latter  being  delivered  in  the  presence  of  a  doctor.  There  were  9 
still-births  and  1 1  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

Of  the  10  County  Midwives  carrying  out  domiciliary  midwifery  in  the 
district,  6  own  cars  which  they  are  authorised  to  use  in  the  course  of  their 
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official  duties.  All  are  trained  in  the  use  of  and  possess  apparatus  for  gas  and  air 
analgesia.  Approximately  73  per  cent,  of  the  domiciliary  cases  were  given  gas 
and  air  analgesia. 

(d)  Health  Visitors  Service 

Therre  are  six  Health  Visitors  in  the  Stanley  Urban  District,  the  following 
domiciliary  visits  being  made  during  the  year  : — 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

•  .  .  •  .  . 

11,868 

Tuberculosis 

.  ,  ,  .  •  • 

1,248 

General  Health 

•  •  •  •  .  . 

24 

Mental  Deficiency 

397 

Schools 

.  . 

1,341 

Aged  People 

. . 

234 

Total 

15,112 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  visits  paid  and  time  spent  at  welfare  centres, 
clinics,  schools,  special  schools  and  nursery  schools 


Effective  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15,112 

Ineffective  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,216 

Total  number  of  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  16,328 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  .  .  .  .  .  682 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  health 

visitor  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 


Time  (as  days)  spent 

(a)  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  .  . .  . .  359 

(b)  at  Chest  Clinics  and  Contact  Sessions  . .  . .  . .  202 

(c)  at  School  Head-to-Head  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  17 

(d)  at  School  Clinics  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

(e)  at  School  Medical  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  73 

(f)  at  Special  Schools  and  Nursery  Schools  .  .  . .  15 


(e)  County  Ambulance  Service 

The  Urban  District  is  served  primarily  by  the  County  Ambulance  Depot 
situated  in  East  Street,  East  Stanley.  The  establishment  of  personnel  and 
vehicles  at  this  depot  is  as  follows  : — 


Head  Driver  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Driver  attendants  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  27 

Telephonists  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Ambulances  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Light  sitting  case  ambulances  . .  . .  . .  , .  2 


Operating  under  the  overall  supervision  of  the  Central  Control  at  Durham, 
to  which  it  is  linked  by  direct  telephone  line,  the  depot  acts  as  a  reception  point 
for  calls  on  the  Service  arising  in  the  North-West  portion  of  the  County.  It 
provides  a  24-hour  emergency  service  for  this  area  besides  being  available  to 
provide  transport  for  out-patients  attending  hospital  for  examination  and 
treatment. 

A  proportion  of  the  vehicles  are  equipped  with  radio  and  this  additional 
form  of  control  is  exercised  direct  from  Durham. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Stanley 
depot  during  the  year.  While  the  bulk  of  this  work  relates  to  the  transporting 
of  patients  residing  in  the  Urban  District,  a  portion  of  it  is  concerned  with 
patients  living  outside  the  area  who  have  been  conveyed  as  emergency  cases 
from  parts  of  the  North-West  area  referred  to  above  for  which  the  depot  is 
responsible.  To  some  small  extent,  also,  the  co-ordination  of  out-patient 
journeys  on  a  County  basis  accounts  for  the  inclusion  of  other  non-residents 
of  the  Urban  District. 


Journeys 

Patients  carried 

Mileage 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

6,172 

4,071 

16,661 

20,732 

162,804 

(f)  Domestic  Help  Service 

At  the  beginning  of  January,  1959,  313  cases  in  this  district  were  being 
served  by  a  Home  Help.  There  were  127  new  cases  during  the  year  and  of  the 
total  of  440  cases  receiving  the  service,  426  were  old  age  pensioners,  13  were 
suffering  from  sickness  and  one  from  Tuberculosis.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  321  cases  in  the  area. 

(g)  Mental  Health  Services 

Occupation  Centre  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children  : — 

A  wing  of  the  former  I.D.  Hospital  at  Villa  Real  converted  in  June,  1953 
has  continued  to  be  used  for  mentally  defective  children  excluded  from  school 
under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944.  Eleven  males  up  to  the  age  of  16 
years,  12  females  under  21  and  4  females  over  21  from  the  North  West  of 
Durham  travel  daily  to  this  Centre.  The  Education  Department  has  arranged 
from  the  outset  provision  of  school  meals  and  free  milk  for  these  pupils.  A 
special  ’bus  collects  pupils  each  morning  and  returns  them  to  their  homes  each 
afternoon. 

(h)  Local  Health  Authority  Hostel  Accommodation 

Admissions  of  those  needing  care  and  attention  to  local  health  authority 
hostels  ^re  arranged  directly  with  the  health  department  at  Durham  or  after 
reference  to  the  district  health  departments  ;  up-to-date  waiting  lists  for  this 
accommodation  being  held  locally. 

During  the  year  the  new  hostel  at  Consett — Glenroyd  House — was  com¬ 
pleted  and  opened  in  December.  This  hostel  provides  accommodation  for  38 
residents  and  was  much  needed  in  the  area  to  prevent  widespread  scattering  of 
cases  admitted  to  hostels  remote  from  their  homes.  During  the  year  12  old 
people  were  admitted  to  residential  accommodation  as  follows  : — 

Males  Females 


Heath  House,  Houghton-le-Spring  . .  .  .  1 

Seaton  Holme,  Easington  Village  . .  . .  1 

The  Hermitage,  Whickham  .  .  . .  . .  1  — 

Stan  Held  House,  Stanley  .  .  .  . .  1  2 

Lee  Hill  Hospital  (Part  III),  Lanchester  . .  3 

Glenroyd  House,  Consett  .  1  2 
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Many  more  cases  of  old  people  in  need  of  care  and  attention  were  referred 
to  this  department,  but  by  arranging  for  the  provision  of  home  helps  and  home 
nursing  services  it  was  possible  for  them  to  remain  in  their  own  homes. 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  action  under  Section  47, 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948-51  for  compulsory  removal  of  any  old  person. 

(i)  Physically  Handicapped  Persons 

On  the  5th  May,  1959  a  Club  run  by  and  for  the  physically  handicapped 
was  opened  in  South  Stanley.  Meetings  are  held  once  a  week  and  all  handi¬ 
capped  persons  are  welcome.  The  numbers  attending  have  increased  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  Club  was  operating  successfully.  The  Stanley  District 
Branch  of  the  Durham  County  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  Physically 
Handicapped  was  formed  and  this  voluntary  Committee  should  extend  the 
work  already  being  done  in  this  field. 


% 
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C.  HOSPITAL  AND  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS’  SERVICES  IN  THE 
AREA 


Hospital  Services 

The  Local  Hospital  Services  are  administered  by  the  North-West  Durham 
Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  The  Secretary  has  kindly  provided  the  following  information  on  the 
Hospitals  and  Clinics  serving  this  Area. 

Maiden  Law  Hospital 

At  31st  December,  1959,  the  following  number  of  beds  was  available  : — 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Chest  Unit  (Tuberculosis)  . .  . .  . .  84 

Total  . .  108 


Lee  Hill  Hospital 

This  Hospital,  with  a  complement  of  307  beds  (62  of  which  are  used  as 
Part  Ill  accommodation  for  the  County  Council)  and  a  Medical  Out-patients’ 
Department,  deals  with  the  Chronic  Sick  and  includes  a  section  for  Orthopaedic 
Tuberculosis  cases. 


Bed  allocation  is  as  follows  : — 


Orthopaedic  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Mental  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  44 

Chronic  Sick  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  173 

Part  III  Accommodation  . .  . .  .  .  62 


Total  . .  307 


Shotley  Bridge  General  Hospital 

Out-patient  facilities  for  all  the  Specialties  exist  at  this  Hospital.  The 
533  beds  are  allocated  as  follows  : — 

Surgical 
Medical 
Gynaecological 
Orthopaedic 
Paedicatrics 
Thoracic  Surgery 
Radiotherapy 
Plastic  Surgery 

Total  . .  533 


98 

43 

45 

4 

114 

50 

58 


Richard  Murray  Hospital 

There  are  32  Obstetric  beds  at  this  Hospital. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

Patients  in  the  Area  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  were  admitted  to 
the  Chester-le-Street  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
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South  Moor  Hospital 

The  38  beds  are  allocated  as  follows  : — 

Thoracic  Surgery  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Orthopaedic  and  General  Surgery  . .  . .  14 

Out-patient  facilities  for  Surgery,  Medicine,  Ophthalmology,  etc.,  also 
exist  at  this  hospital. 

Chest  Clinic 

As  from  the  12th  October  1953,  the  Chest  Clinic  in  the  grounds  of  the 
South  Moor  Hospital  replaced  the  service  provided  at  the  unsuitable  premises 
at  Barnhill. 


The  following  sessions  operate  : — 

Monday  mornings,  9.15  a.m.  each  week 
Monday  afternoons,  2  p.m.  each  week 

Tuesday  mornings,  9  15  a.m.  each  week 
Thursday  mornings,  9.15  a.m.  each  week 
Thursday  afternoons,  2  p.m.  each  week 


Males 

Contacts  of  known  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Pneumoconiosis  cases. 

Females. 

Children  up  to  16  years  of  age 
and  B.C  G  vaccination. 


Venereal  Diseases 

Treatment  and  diagnostic  facilities  are  provided  by  clinics  outside  the 
Area  as  follows  : — 

Newcastle  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
Males  and  Females  : — 

Monday  to  Friday  :  9  a.m.  to  12  noon  ;  2  p.m.  to  6.45  p.m. 

Saturday  :  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Sunday  (Emergency  only)  :  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Durham  County  Hospital  : — 

Females  :  Monday  and  Thursday,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Males  :  Monday  and  Thursday,  4.30  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Executive  Council  Service 

There  are  22  general  medical  practitioners,  4  dentists,  9  ophthalmic 
medical  practitioners  (who  test  sight)  and  12  chemists  operating  in  the  Urban 
District. 
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Name  of  Disease 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Totals 

zo 
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Notified  Cases. 
Corrected  Cases. 


APPENDIX  C 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937—1959 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937 — 1959. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

23 

35 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

107 

119 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  premises) 

20 

20 

_ 

_ 

Totals 

150 

164 

1 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


1 

! 

Particulars 

i 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 

found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^Inadequate  ventilation  (S.3.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6.) . 

j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Out-work) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

Totals 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 
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APPENDIX  D 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE 

OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Nheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

1  otals 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

900 

— 

— 

2,193 

202 

— 

3,295 

Number  inspected  . . 

900 

— 

— 

2,193 

202 

— 

3,295 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

AND  CYSTICERCI  I 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

314 

— 

— 

14 

2 

— 

330 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

34.9 

_ 

_ 

0.7 

0.1 

_ 

10.1 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

28 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

29 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

3.1 

— 

— 

— 

0.5 

— 

0.9 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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APPENDIX  E 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 


Totals  Totals 


No.  of  Properties  inspected — notification  .  150 

—  survey  .  33 

—  otherwise  . .  . .  . .  . .  66 

-  249 

No.  of  Inspections  carried  out  including  reinspections  . .  . .  622 

No.  of  Properties  inspected  and  found  to  be  infested  with  : 

Rats  Major  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Minor  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 

Mice  Major  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Minor .  39 

-  83 


No.  of  infested  properties  treated  by  the  Local  Authority  : 

L. A.  Properties  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Dwelling  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Others  including  business  premises  . .  . .  . .  29 

Agricultural  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

-  83 


Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  . . 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served — Treatment 

— Structural 


83 

2 


No.  of  Third  Party  Premises  treated  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

Total  cost  charged  to  Third  Party  Premises  ..  ..  ..  £60  7s.  Od. 


APPENDIX  F 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  three  deposit  gauges  sited  in  the  Annfield  Plain  area  were  re-sited  in 
March  and  a  further  gauge  was  purchased  and  sited  in  the  East  Castle  area. 
The  following  gives  the  amounts  of  deposit  at  each  particular  site  per  month 


j 

Tons  per  Square  Mile  per  Month. 

1 

Clavering  Place 

New  Kyo  Hostels 

Langley  Moor 

I 

January 

19.90 

38.62 

23.49 

February 

3.56 

14.67 

— 

March 

— 

— 

— 

Moore  Street 

Keir  Hardy  Ave. 

Weardale  Tee. 

East  Castle 

April  .. 

27.11 

32.85 

22.08 

— 

May 

16.45 

11.29 

19.18 

— 

June 

56.18 

53.39 

19.81 

15.10 

July  . . 

18.43 

17.32 

11.34 

13.74 

j  August 

11.88 

8.68 

10.17 

7.26 

[September 

12.01 

9.01 

11.31 

15.10 

j  October 

13.12 

15.44 

14.11 

13.51 

November 

21.21 

19.48 

24.75 

12.82 

December 

15.10 

21.53 

44.16 

16.30 

Average  . . 

21.28 

21.00 

19.66 

13.40 
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